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NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2020
STAIRCASE INSTALLATION
The  photographs below are of a STAIRCASE we installed this month at a Waste Water Treatment
Works down the Borders .

As anyone who has had dealings with staircases will know, like everything else, there is more to it
than meets the eye.

You have to get the loading agreed ( How many people at a time will
use it ?)

You have to get the angle of ascent correct to meet your objectives
and the regulations.

Materials of construction agreed.

Fire implications considered.

Avoid long runs.

Supports and safety barriers.

All in all, everything went together as intended and you can see from the
pictures that once again FERRIER PUMPS displayed the talent and workmanship required to make
this a nice , neat installation for the client with no fuss.
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 AIR BUBBLE BARRIER DEFEATS ALGAE BLOOM

One of our more unusual jobs in October was  the installation of an AIR BUBBLE BARRIER to
protect the outlet of a reservoir down the Borders which is suffering from an algae bloom.

These algae blooms can be quite unpredictable and difficult to control. The algae itself is quite easily
removed by normal filtration techniques such as sand filters and centrifuges but the algae itself can
sometimes leave a taste in the water which consumers are aware of and obviously don’t like.
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Bubble Barriers have been around for some time and
are used to keep weed and debris out of harbour
mouths, keep fish penned into certain areas  keep
jelly fish out of bathing waters and it now transpires
in our case, keep algae to the outside of the barrier,
leaving the reservoir outlet free from algae
contamination.

A special pipe is designed with thousands of
microscopic holes in it which allows air pumped into
it to escape , which then forms tiny bubbles, which
get bigger and bigger as they expand and rise
upwards towards the surface, thus forming a barrier
that keeps the algae on one side and ensures clean
water on the other side.

Once the algae bloom has gone, barrier pipes can be left in position and  the air compressor can be
removed leaving the site looking as it was, or taken to any other reservoir that may require similar
treatment.

A BUBBLE BARRIER IN ACTION Jonathan working hard installing the Bubble Ring
with a little help from his inseparable companion,

Popo, the friendly eel.
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GLASGOW HOSPITAL REPAIR
The following is an interesting run down of the process involved in a repair carried out by our
Glasgow engineers this month.

Job carried out last week for XXXXXX at XXXXXX General Hospital.

One of the hospitals chiller pumps failed Tuesday 13.10.20. (old NK Long coupled end suction
pump) and arranged attendance for the following morning.

We had already caried out a survey to overhaul these pumps a couple of weeks prior to failing, so
had pump seal and motor bearing details.

Only issue was the pump bearing details were not available and had to wait until the pump was
stripped down to retrieve the details.

We had the bearings in our stock so no need to wait on a delivery (Grundfos do not have a record
of the bearings and only provide the mechanical seal for this pump)

Client was not wanting to leave the system over the weekend with 1 pump available and asked if
we could have this pump reinstalled by end of play on the Friday.

The pump was stripped and all components inspected for wear
or damage.

This was achieved

Wednesday 14.10.20. –

Arrived on site and ran the pump to establish where the
excessive noise was emitting from.

The pump was isolated electrically and mechanically, there
was no blank available so the mechanical isolation was
completed by closing the valves.

The client attached the LOCK to the main control panel.

The system was drained and the motor and pump were
removed from the plinth using the A Frame and returned to
the workshop.

The pump was stripped and all components inspected for wear
or damage.
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Thursday 15.10.20. –

The pump was then rebuilt using bearings from our stores and a new mechanical seal.

The rebuild of the pump end was then completed.

The motor was stripped to gain access to the bearings. We found one of the bearings was damaged
and a stress fracture had resulted in a piece of the cage breaking off.

Both bearings were replaced and the motor was rebuilt.

Pump and motor painted and left to dry

Cut new studs for fitting to pump volute

Friday 16.10.20. –

The pump and motor was returned to site and reinstalled onto the volute.

The isolation valves were opened at this stage to check for signs of any static leakage.

The motor was then installed and the drive couplings mated. A slight adjust was made to align the
coupling prior to tightening the motor to the frame.

Re-connected electrically and tested

The pump was tested for an hour with no signs of leakage or electrical issue. The control Panel was
left in auto mode.

Final result all good and client happy with all works, response time and support (clients email
attached following the works)
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EMERGENCY REPAIR TO A MONO MACERATOR

The above two pictures shows a before and after scenario where were asked to remove a macerator
from an inlet channel at a local pump station.

The macerator is designed to shred anything that comes it’s way and  thus provide protection for
the pumps installed downstream.

Such a machine can handle all sorts of rubbish such as wood, tin cans, rope, paper and any other
waste that is deposited down and into our sewers.

However, it could not handle the 1” diameter steel bolt that was flushed into this macerator, causing
the teeth to shatter and grind to a halt

That aside, we were able to quickly get the macerator out, remove the broken teeth and fit a new
set of service exchange grinding discs within a couple of days.

Once the new teeth were fitted everything was back and working within hours.

That’s a better service than you could expect  from your dentist at this time !

SSP PUMP REPAIR
Here is a nice example of a high temperature pump that came
in for repair the other day.

New seals, bearings and a shaft were all that was required to
put it back into action at a fraction of the cost of a new one.

We were able to get this turned around and back into action
again after just a few days as the spares were all in stock.

BEFORE AFTER
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HOSPITAL BOILER FEED PUMPS
Here are a couple of Grundfos Multistage boiler feed pumps just before we  installed them in one
of our local hospitals the other day.

With all this Corona-19 going about as bad as ever, our men had to observe strict working
guidelines to get in and out of the hospital and in the boiler house in an attempt to keep the virus
at bay.

Our men are becoming very used to these rules and regulations which they have adapted to very
well.

This virus has no respect for anyone and can strike anywhere so the precautions in place must be
followed and respected.

Back in March when this kicked off, I am sure I am not alone in admitting that I thought we
would be seeing the back of this virus by now. Let’s hope by next March it will be gone for good.

Here are the two new pumps installed and commissioned in the
hospital boiler house, with one of the old original pumps sitting
between them.
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WRAS APPROVED TWIN PUMP SET

Above is an example of a little WRAS APPROVED twin pump set which comes complete with
variable speed drives, isolation valves, Stainless steel inlet and outlet manifolds and which can be
installed and commissioned in a couple of hours.  The expansion vessels for this small system are
fitted and tested .

This is why when older pump systems are being considered for refurbishment these days, it is often
best to consider renewing the entire system, especially if the pumps are small or obsolete models.



FERRIER PUMPS LTD
Edinburgh n Glasgow n Aberdeen

www.ferrierpumps.co.uk

Edinburgh Depot
Burlington Street, Leith

Edinburgh, EH6 5JL
Tel: 0131 553 4001

edinburgh@ferrierpumps.co.uk

Glasgow Depot
71 Cumbernauld Road, Dennistoun

Glasgow, G31 2SN
Tel: 0141 554 3454

glasgow@ferrierpumps.co.uk

Aberdeen Depot
Units 4 & 5, Barclayhill Place

Portlethen, Aberdeen AB12 4PF
Tel: 01224 782022

aberdeen@ferrierpumps.co.uk

CONFERENCE CALLS & COVID ���
With Covid-19 not going
away anytime fast, we are
finding that more and more
meetings are being carried
out by utilising conference
calls.

The verdict of most people
is that it saves travelling
time, saves hotel costs, the
meetings are over quicker
and are more to the point .

Someone suggested that this
could be because if people
have travelled a long way to
attend a meeting, that they
feel obliged to put in their
penny -worth whether it is actually required or not.

Whether that is the case or not, we all miss the opportunity to meet people like Gordon above who
in the past could be accused of using these meetings to promote themselves rather than the interests
of the company they were supposed to represent.

 NEW VESSELS FOR FACILITIES

The picture shows two 600 L pressure vessels that we recently
installed and commissioned at a school near Larbert for one of our
Facilities management Clients.

It was quite a task to get the old ones out and new ones in place due
to space constraints but with a bit of brain and muscle power
combined, our men got there without any fuss or tears.

Once installed, the vessels were commissioned and everything was
left working for the school to open on the Monday following.
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We got this old Wallwin sewage pump in for repair the other day.

It is 21 years old and still working away.

New seals and bearings and the business end was ready to be shipped out for another 21 years of
service.

WALLWIN PUMP REPAIR

TWO SERVICE EXCHANGE VACUUM PUMPS
Here is a picture showing two rather
large VACUUM PUMPS which we took
out of service the other day, replacing
them with two service exchange units to
bring down time down to a minimum and
maintain the clients production.

Both these units are used to draw off
combustible gasses at a BIOMASS
PLANT near Aberdeen that provides a
spent food collection and disposal
service.
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Ferrier Pumps was established in 1981 and we are coming up fast to our 40th Anniversary. This
would not have been possible without  our Valued Customers to whom we are extremely grateful.

As we soldier on through the current pandemic and prepare for the next phase, we have launched
our up to date  VALVE & FLOW CONTROL Catalogue and are running a promotion which can
be viewed by clicking on the following link www.ferrierpumps.co.uk/ferrier-pumps-van-offer

Whilst viewing our promotional offer we invite you to browse through the rest of our website to
view the wide range of products and support available from Ferrier Pumps. You  will most likely
find many aspects of our services that we offer which you were unaware we can provide. You can
access our website at www.ferrierpumps.co.uk

And as always, we can provide a local service to you from any one of our three depots which can
be contacted at:

Edinburgh: 0131 553 4001 or edinburgh@ferrierpumps.co.uk

Glasgow: 0141 554 3454 or glasgow@ferrierpumps.co.uk

Aberdeen: 01224 782022 or aberdeen@ferrierpumps.co.uk

So, if you are looking for valves of any description, please do not hesitate to get in touch and claim
your free model van while stocks last.

��TH ANNIVERSARY MODEL VAN OFFER

https://www.ferrierpumps.co.uk/ferrier-pumps-van-offer  
https://www.ferrierpumps.co.uk/ferrier-pumps-van-offer  
https://www.ferrierpumps.co.uk/ferrier-pumps-van-offer  
www.ferrierpumps.co.uk  


FERRIER PUMPS LTD
Edinburgh n Glasgow n Aberdeen

www.ferrierpumps.co.uk

Edinburgh Depot
Burlington Street, Leith

Edinburgh, EH6 5JL
Tel: 0131 553 4001

edinburgh@ferrierpumps.co.uk

Glasgow Depot
71 Cumbernauld Road, Dennistoun

Glasgow, G31 2SN
Tel: 0141 554 3454

glasgow@ferrierpumps.co.uk

Aberdeen Depot
Units 4 & 5, Barclayhill Place

Portlethen, Aberdeen AB12 4PF
Tel: 01224 782022

aberdeen@ferrierpumps.co.uk

FLUX PUMPS FOR EMPTYING IBC’S.

IBCs are a convenient way of
storing chemicals and other
liquids. Plus buying in bulk can
help keep costs down.  But when
it comes to emptying IBC's, safety,
waste and speed should be
considered. So what options are
there for safe, efficient dispensing?

Method 1 - Top-entry vertical pump with flexible hose leading to
point of dispense. A hand nozzle can be added to control flow if
required. These pumps are powered by electric or compressed air
motors.

A programmable semi-automatic dispensing system can be added for maximum speed and efficiency.

The pump can be sealed into the IBC cap if required, preventing escape of potentially harmful
vapours.  Floor space is not compromised and walkways remain clear.

What if IBCs are elevated or stacked, or there are height restrictions?

Method 2 - Connect MiniFlux pump directly onto the IBC outlet. This
compact pump offers the same performance as our vertical pump -
despite being only 136mm in length! With ATEX and EN approval,
MiniFlux guarantees safety standards are met, even when handling
flammable liquids.

Method 3 - Consider trolley or baseplate mounted Flux TR Series
impeller and eccentric worm-drive pumps, for connection to IBC outlet
using flexible hose.

Method 4 - Need a compressed air powered solution? Use a Flux FDM
air-operated diaphragm pump connected to the IBC outlet using
flexible hose. These pumps can also be used with a vertical dip tube
inserted through the IBC cap.

Semi-automatic programmable dispense solutions are availabl for all
Flux pumps
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 STEG COMPLETES HIS FISH POND.
While the country has been glued to the news on the
TV which gets worse every day, what with Covid-19,
French Fishermen, closed pubs, new cycle lanes and
Dr Who now being a “wummin”, Steg from our
Glasgow office has been quietly working away upon
his return home each evening, building his fish pond,
which sits at the bottom of his garden.

A fish pond is always a beautiful addition to any
garden, and, if things get any worse and Brexit turns
sour, the pond could turn out to be a valuable food
source.

You can see the excellent result for yourself in these
pictures  which prove that young Steg has many
hidden talents that were previously unknown to us.

Steg enjoyed this project so much that, now his own
pond is completed,  he has kindly offered to build a
free fish pond for anyone employed by Ferrier
Pumps regardless of the distance ,or even if they
don’t have a garden,  the cost of which Steg says he
will happily cover himself.

Well done Steg, put me down for three  !

* Please note: In view of high demand, Steg will not be able to take new orders for free goldfish ponds until 2083.
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ATEX SANDPIPER PUMPS FOR SURINAME

Our Aberdeen office landed a nice order for  specialised ATEX AIR
OPERATED SANDPIPER PUMPS this month which will be sent
out to the Republic of Suriname at the end of the month.

Suriname is a tropical country at the top of South America on the
East Coast just about 100 KM to the left of the formal penal  colony
called Devil’s Island where that French scallywag Papillon had so
much fun like in the movie!

The Sandpiper pumps are for use with one of the oil companies
operating in the area where the oil industry is beginning to play a
major role in the country’s economy, much to the benefit of the
600,000 people who live there.

Suriname was formerly a Dutch colony and the country only became
an independent republic in 1975 when JOHAN Henri Eliza FERRIER
became its first PRESIDENT , a post he held until 1980 when he was
toppled in a bloodless coup.

Despite these turbulent times, and
the official language still being
Dutch, JOHAN lived to be 99
years old and most folk think he
wasn’t a bad fellow which is why
in 1999, the people of Suriname voted Ex- President Johan Ferrier the
most important politician of the 20th Century. So, that’s one in the eye
for the man “Who Saved the World”, our very own,  Gordon Brown !.

After the coup, Johan’s children and grandchildren went with him to live
in the Netherlands where they have been active in politics, ever since.

However, when it comes to BUYING PUMPS, there really is only one
FERRIER that  you should keep in your phone book unless you don’t
mind risking a strange voice explaining to you, that although Britain
might have the rights to its territorial waters, the fish belong to Dutch
fishermen &  South America.
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At this time when quite a number of properties are lying empty due to the effects of the Corona
Virus, there has been a temptation amongst some property owners to cut back on routine maintenance
in an attempt to reduce costs.

This is a very understandable reaction to the circumstances given the situation many property owners
find themselves in but it can lead to consequences which are far more costly in the long run. We
would always suggest that managers should err on the cautious side, especially where water or
sewage is involved.

Edna, pictured above, found this out to her cost when she inspected her mums “ Granny Basement”
the other day having cancelled the “ six month, sump pump inspection”.  Lucky her mum is a good
swimmer and likes the water, but in other circumstances, and with winter approaching fast, we say,
“you can’t be too careful !”

 MAINTENANCE IS STILL A GOOD IDEA


